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Hello everyone, 

                        

           The first day of Spring is rapidly approachin g.  Here’s wishing 
everyone a long, enjoyable and above all SAFE riding seas on. 

           Safety Sundays are behind us and if you di d not make it out to 
the one in your area, you really missed a good time.  W e had good turn-
outs in all area’s, lots of good food, laughs, friendshi p and very good in-
teraction and discussions from each group. 

           A Big THANK YOU!! Goes out to the following Host Chapters and 
presenters for making Safety Sunday a success. 

Southwest Host Chapter “F” 

Southeast Host Chapter “C2” 

Northeast Host Chapter “G2” 

Northwest Host Chapter “C” 

 

           We’d also like to give a THANK YOU to our pre senters: 

Ohio State Highway Patrol Trooper Ed McKenney 

Ohio State Highway Patrol Trooper Glenn Carpenter 

Linda Copeland 

Linda Frank 

Jim Pennington 

Robin Koontz 

Chuck Geggie 

Mantua EMT’s Ken Justus & Chris Semety 

Akron P.D. ret., Fred Beitzel 

Progressive Insurance Rick Stern 

Nelson Ault 

Mike & Lois Monday 

Mike Stiger 

 

           If you read the February newsletter you will remember that our 
Region Educator, Mike Stiger, has challenged the three districts to bring 
the number of participants in the levels program that a re ACTIVE  
(active=levels renewed and requirements current) to 80%.  We are happy 
to announce that after a dismal February report of 4 9.6% active, we’ve 
made a nice recovery!    
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            Our March database shows us at 60.4% and slipped into second place behind Michigan.  Our renewals 
for 2006 have been sluggish but we are starting to ca tch up.  Remember, it is still a requirement for levels two 
through four to submit an annual renewal each January! 

            We have named our newest initiative “BRING EM BACK”  because in order to reach our target it is im-
perative that we encourage our inactive members to upd ate their requirements and return to an active statu s.  
Here’s how it plays out.  For Ohio to reach 80% active pa rticipation in our levels program we would need to turn 
260 inactive members to active.  Another way would be  to increase our total number of level participants by al-
most 1600!  “Let’s BRING EM BACK ! 

            We can’t do this without the help of the  Chapters.  We’re asking our CD’s and CRE’s to work t ogether 
and bring Rider Education back to the forefront of Oh io GWRRA.  Post your level database at your gatherings 
and let inactive members know what they need to do to  become active. Again. 

 

            GUNG HO Kudo’s go out to the following Chapte rs who are leading the way and have met or exceeded 
the 80% mark.  GUNG HO! 

Chapter B2                 Chapter H2                  Chapter L2                  Chapter T 

Chapter G                   Chapter I                      Chapter M 

 

            I had the pleasure of representing Ohio GWRR A at a planning meeting recently at the Ohio Department 
of Public Safety. ODPS is getting ready to launch its Ride  SMART campaign which is geared toward raising rider 
awareness with an emphasis on sobriety, proper endorse ments and training.  The kickoff is scheduled for the 
first week of July.  We’ll bring you more information on t his as it becomes available. 

            I also had occasion to talk to some of the  good folks from Motorcycle Ohio about training opportu nities, 
namely ERC classes that would be available for our memb ers this year.  I was very disheartened to learn that  
several of these classes were cancelled in 2005 due to a lack of interest.  There are still several open slots avail-
able.  Go to the Motorcycle Ohio website at http://www.motorcycle.ohio.gov/ for more information.  If you need further as-
sistance, please contact your chapter educator, Chuck Geggie or myself. 

 

             

GUNG HO! 

John & Linda Frank 

OH District Educators 
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www.gwrra-regiond.org/
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www.ohiogwrra.org/Rider Educa-
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http://www.motorcycle.ohio.gov 

Rider Education Handbook 

www.gwrra.org/regional/ridered/
REPhandbook.htm 



Congratulations to: 

Newly installed Chapter 
Educators: Ron Khune, 
Chapter O, Robert G and 
Angela Williams, Chapter T 

 

New Level 1 Enrollments!  

Robert & Elaine Manor, U 

Rod Elder, X 

Dave Robinson, Jr., G2 

Stu Godfrey, B3 

Michael Chambers, B3 

Larry & Jean Janesh, M 

Mark & Linda Wolford, A 

Bill & Judy Kendrick, G2 

Paul & Paula Wehner, J 

Joseph & Wanda Bublick, 
C 

MORE New Level 1 Enrollments!  

Daniel & Connie Lang, C 

Charles Brown, Y 

Frank Klugh, J 

Robert & Nancy Rautzen, J 

Martin Shulze, J 

Chris Calise, T 

Michael & Andrea Dorsey, T 

Kim Blosser, Z2 

Paige Nolan, Z2 

Ralph & Jean Kingsmill, D 

James Bowers, I 

John & Delores Ayers, A3 

Jim & Julie Veneskey, T 

 

 

 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT! 
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Our new member spotlight page began last month.  Educ ators, 
CD’s or any member may email us with member rider educat ion 
information.  Those submitted will be highlighted in the 
SPOTLIGHT! 



Moving up to Level II!  

Rod Elder, X 

Larry Huck, B3 

Debbie Childs, B3 

Chet & Karen Zellner, B 

Jean Janesh, M 

Ron Tamburino, M 

Robert Rautzen, J 

Larry Broome, P2 

Kim Blosser, Z2 

Michael & Lisa Lowe, F 

Ralph & Jean Kingsmill, D 

James Bowers, I 

William Sadler, A3 

Angela Williams, T 

 

One more Level—On To Level III!  

Larry Huck, B3 

Jean Janesh, M 

Ron Tamburino, M 

Tom Matlock, B3 

Bobbie Irvine, ADD Southwest 

Ralph & Jean Kingsmill, D 

Tom Savanyu, I2 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
CONTINUED! 
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One more Level—On To Level III!  

Michelle Savanyu, I2 

James Bowers, I 

 

 

 



Gold Wing Road Rider Association 
Ohio District Motorist Awareness Division 

&  Public Relations 
 

 
I would like to Thank Nelson Ault, Chapter M’s MAD and Mike & Lois Monday, Chapter A’s MAD for donating 
their time and efforts in presenting the MAD material at the Safety Sunday’s in the Northeast and Northwest sec-

tions. 
 

Now is the time of the year that preparations are under way for fund raisers, mall shows and other chapter events. 
With that in mind the following is a short list of ways that we could be promoting the Motorist Awareness program 

to the general public. 
 

·    Conduct a Motorist Awareness Bike Show 
·     Arrange short blocks of time to present information to public in locations such as grocery stores, shopping 

centers, auto parts stores, car shows, schools, etc. 
·    Contact community clubs and organizations and request to speak on motorist awareness. 

·    Pass out information to friends, family, co-workers, store clerks, doctors, and anyone you see on a regular 
basis. 

·    Leave information, handouts and materials with various business establishments. 
·    Use Public Bulletin Boards to post information concerning Motorist Awareness  

·    Promote the “Ride Aware!” campaign to other motorcycle organizations and encourage them to promote the 
campaign as well. 

·     Piggyback on Chapter, District, and Region events to promote “Ride Aware!” Remember the “Two birds 
with one stone” story. 

 
The riding season for 2006 will soon be in full swing. We should be thinking not only on how we can make the mo-
torists more aware of the motorcycles that will be sharing the roadway with them. But as to how we could become 

even more visible to them on the highway. 
 

·    Wearing bright color clothing 
·     Light color helmets 

·     use reflective material on clothing 
 

All of these will assist us in being more highly visible to the motorists as we are on the roadways enjoying the motor-
cycling family of GWRRA. 

"RIDE AWARE"  
����������	
���

GWRRA  
District of Ohio 

MAD / PR 
            

�
�
��������������  
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We are Robert G & Angela M Williams of Atwater Ohio. We have been married just over 25 years and have two 
children one boy and one girl.  Our youngest is in her last year college at Youngstown State. Angela is a life long 
educator, that is a High School Teacher and I work in the telecommunications industry. 
 
I like so many others started riding while I was in high school and stopped when I started my family and career.  And 
just like the average rider today, I kept my motorcycle endorsement even though I no longer owned a motorcycle.  
But when I moved to Ohio nine and a half years ago, I dropped the endorsement.  
 
It was 5 years ago when I got the bug to ride again so I purchased a used Yamaha Seca 400.  I believe dropping my 
motorcycle endorsement 4 years earlier was a blessing. This caused me to review the state traffic laws so I could take 
and pass the written exam.  Then I had to practice some riding skills so I could pass the skill’s test.  Yep, you know it 
is coming, NO I did not take the $25 Motorcycle Ohio BRC.  I just started riding my SECA back and forth to work.  
After 3 years of practice I worked my way up to my 1998 Candy Red on Red GL1500SE Goldwing.   
 
We joined GWRRA almost two years ago and started hanging out with the great folks of Chapter T.  I soon realized 
the need to become more knowledgeable in motorcycle safety.  I have since taken an ERC and Medic First aid and 
Angela has just completed the requirements for Level II. We also have put our names in the hat to become GWRRA 
Medic First Aid Instructors. I am sure that will get Angela to Level III. 
 
Angela just this last year has decided to learn to ride her own bike.  She is not going to make the same mistake I did 
so she has signed up for a BRC in July.  My hope is she will become my Saturday riding buddy and my Sunday Co-
pilot.  Who knows, one day she may even pilot her own Goldwing or Valkyrie?  One thing is for sure; She and I will 
not miss out on a chance to learn from others. I have been to 7 of the 10 chapters in our Northeast section.  And be-
fore I am done, I will have been to each chapter in our section to see what their educator is doing.  I am taking the 
opportunity to observe my peers and learn.  So if you show up at our Monthly gathering and see something that re-
minds you of your home chapter, blame my DAD.  He always taught me that I did not have to re-invent the wheel.  If 
it works don’t fix it. 
 
I want to take a second to thank Paul and Nyki McWilliams Chapter T CD’s on allowing us this opportunity learn 
and serve.  Thank you.  I don’t want to forget our District Educators, John and Linda Frank for allowing me to ask so 
many questions. I am sure that there are many more yet to come. 
 
Robert G & Angela M Williams 
Ohio Chapter T CE’s 
Rubber City Riders 
Akron Ohio 

Meet the Educators—Robert G & Angela Williams 
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NOTE:   
Chapter Educator Monthly Reports are due to Linda N O later than the 3rd of the following month.  
For those Chapters that do not have an educator, th e CD is responsible for submitting this report. 
See report can be accessed  at  http://www.ohiogwrra.org/RiderEdReportFolder/RiderEdReportForm.html 



Springtime Cheer 
 
At last it’s time to say farewell to old man winter.  Wingers in particular are sometimes over-
come by S.A.D. (better known as Seasonal Affective Disorder).  Anytime we can’t ride our 
trusty wings we become “SAD”, and winter is definitely the season that affects us the most.  
So let’s all give a rousing cheer and say a fond farewell to this unwelcome guest in our 
world.  It’s time to tub and scrub our trusty steeds, check the fluids and tires and get ready for 
the adventures of our spring riding season. The grass is getting greener, the trees are leaving 
out and flowers are beginning to bloom.  What a beautiful sight this is.  We’ve waited for six 
long months for this glorious time of the year.  Wait a minute…………..what was that I 
heard?............OH, NO………………AHHCHOO! …………..  Winter’s over, why sneeze 
now?  Could it be??????????  Yes, it’s another version of S.A.D..  This one’s even more dangerous 
than the last one.  This “Season Affected Driver” is about to experience the onset of the worst dreams---------
ALLERGIES!  Around every curve another allergy is waiting to attack us.  There’s the mold and mildew from the over 
wet fields left behind by old man winter, the dust as the roads dry,  the pollen in the newly bloomed plants and shrubs, 
and let’s not forget the bees that come with those new blooms. Our eyes get all swollen and watery and our noses be-
gin to run like Niagara Falls, and that dry, hacking cough just won’t quit.  And for those of us with asthma, the breaths 
are sometimes hard to get. This is the stuff that pharmacists dream of………..millions of us heading for their stores to 
buy all kinds of Antihistamines and Decongestants to overcome those allergies.  So we take a few pills and all is right 
with the world again and now we’re ready for that long-awaited ride.  Or are we? 
 
Some of us will take the time to visit our doctors to discuss a course of treatment for our allergies and asthma so that 
we can safely continue our favorite pastime.  Since the medication comes with a doctor’s blessing, it must be safe, 
right?  Not necessarily.   Did you read that label about the possible side effects of the drugs?  Not even the mildest 
medication is 100% safe for everyone.  Make sure you find out how the medication will affect you before you get be-
hind the wheel of a car or the handlebars of a bike.   
 
Of course, there are some of us who never really get sick enough to visit a doctor about our problem with allergies.  
We just run down to the local Wal-Mart and buy whatever Antihistamine or Decongestant that has the best commercial 
on TV or that our knowledgeable neighbor recommends.  And just in case one doesn’t work, we get both types ……..
just to be sure we’re covered.  And, since its over-the-counter medication, it must be safe for everyone to take, right?  
Not necessarily.  All Antihistamines and Decongestants carry the risk of drowsiness, although some are less likely to 
cause a problem than others.  Some may affect our blood pressure, and even our sugar levels in the blood.  And for 
those of us with other health concerns, there are even more risks to our safety. 
 
At this time of the year, more than any other, our reaction time needs to be at its best.  Antihistamines and deconges-
tants can slow those reaction times to dangerous levels.  Is it worth that risk?  Take time to become adjusted to the 
medication and its reaction to your body.  If not, your fellow riders may have to put to use all those techniques they 
learned in that First Aid/CPR class they took over the winter months.  Do you really want to be their patient?  Read all 
labels and information sheets that you receive with medications, both over-the-counter and by prescription, and lets all 
have a safe and happy riding season. 
 
 
Carol Basel 

MEDIC FIRST AID®: 
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John & Linda Frank 
Ohio District Educators 

5256 Victoria Street 
Groveport, OH  43125 
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Phone: 614.409.9178 
 

Email: wingjockey@hotmail.
com 
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