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Hello everyone, 

                        

           Thanks to everyone that submitted nominatio ns for the 2005 
Educator of the Year award.  We have so many Educat ors that are de-
serving of this award that it is difficult to single one o ut.  But single one 
out we did and would like everyone to join us in congrat ulating PHIL 
AND ELLEN TAUB in being named Educators of the Year for 2005.  Phil 
and Ellen exemplify the role of the Educator and were h ighly recom-
mended for this award by their Chapter Director and pe ers.  They work 
very hard for their home Chapter—E2—and are always willing  to assist 
at events.  E-2 is also strongly represented in the le vels database.  Well 
Done Phil and Ellen! 

 

           Gung Ho!  We hope everyone had as much fun at Cabin Fever as 
we did.  If you didn’t make it, we missed you but mor e importantly, you 
missed a great time.  The staff works very hard to p lan and set these 
things up but it is all of you that volunteer to help an d show up ready to 
have fun that makes it a success. 

 

           Thanks to everyone that renewed their leve ls or signed up for the 
levels program at Cabin Fever.  You kept our volunteer educators that 
were manning the table busy and more importantly, you have shown 
your commitment to motorcycle safety.  We presented e ach renewal or 
new level program participant with our new Gung Ho vest  beads.  They 
will be on sale at all the events for $1.00 and the proc eeds will go to-
wards buying more beads of course.  Remember Ohio Ride r Ed is Gung 
Ho! 

 

           Rider Ed was also in charge of the skill ride.   This year we de-
cided to change things up and have a timed wheelchair course that nar-
rowed, went into a blind alley forcing the driver to bac k up and negotiate 
a ninety degree left turn.  Sound easy?  The participa nts were also re-
quired to wear the MSF FATAL VISION goggles that simula te a blood al-
cohol level of .07 to .10.  This made getting around the  course very inter-
esting.  Precious seconds were added to your score if  you touched or 
crossed over a line.  It was a lot of fun for the part icipants as well as the 
spectators. 

 

           We raised $460.00 for Rider Education at t he skilled dart game.  
Thanks to all that played.  At the seminar room we kicke d off a new pro-
gram from the Motorcycle Safety Foundation called the  Seasoned Rider.   
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            The program was very well received with 40  members in the audience.  Jim Pennington, Chapter L E du-
cator and Region COY, did an outstanding job with the pre sentation.   

 

            A special THANK YOU goes out to Ron and Jan  Smith for providing us with the handmade Raggedy Ann 
and Andy dolls and the beautiful clock for the auction.  The proceeds from these items went to Rider Educatio n.  
Ron and Jan are truly Gung Ho! 

 

            We are now gearing up for Safety Sundays  and are expecting good turnouts in all four areas.  Yo u are 
cordially invited to come out and join us at these informat ive and interactive events.  See you there . . . 

 

            NEW INITIATIVE FOR LEVELS PROGRAM: 

             

            Our Region Educators, Mike and Lori Stiger, h ave challenged the three districts to bring the number  of 
participants that are active in the level program to 80 %.  I love a challenge and I think that Ohio is up for it.   It 
will take a joint effort from everyone to accomplish this.  Remember Gung Ho means working together.  We are 
asking all Educators and CD’s to review the levels datab ase for their chapters and review it for accuracy.  T he 
issues we will focus on are members who have let their m emberships to GWRRA or their level requirements ex-
pire.  We want to “BRING EM BACK” .  What’s this?  Another slogan!  We like slogans as m uch as a good chal-
lenge.  Remember,  “Safety is for Life” . 

 

GUNG HO! 

John & Linda Frank 

OH District Educators 

 

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING CABIN FEVER VOLUNTEERS! 
Rider Ed Skill Ride—Ron Ely Chapter R, Bart and Brenda Russell Chapter I, Larry and Bonnie “O” Chapter V 

 

Rider Ed Table—Dick and Ruth Herron Chapter F2, Dave and  Bev Campbell Chapter B2, Tom and Linda 
Matlock Chapter B3, Steve and Kathy Belew Chapter J, Walt and Deb Crosby Chapter C2 

 

Skilled Dart Game— Chapter B3 members:  Diane and Paul Hend rickson, John and Margaret Moore, Larry 
Huck, Gary Belew, Bill and Deb Childs 

GUNG HO Continued 
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Region D Rider Education 
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http://www.motorcycle.ohio.gov 



           As most of you probably know by now Melanie  had a crash on her 1500 in January.  We don’t know 
what happened and probably never will.  She was on a lo w speed turn from one two lane road to another, the 
pavement looked dry and all seemed OK.  The result, ho wever, without going into details, is that she may not 
ride for the remainder of this year. 
 
What most of you probably do not know is that I als o had a crash last year in February.  In my case I kn ow what 
happened, I rear ended a car on I-75 in downtown Cinc innati. 
 
Why do I bring these unpleasant things up?  As experie nced riders, and in my case, an MSF Instructor, I th ink it 
is important to remember every time we go for a ride  that everything we have learned and been taught in th e 
rider classes we have taken (you have taken a rider cla ss, right?) must be applied. 
 
On of the primary things we teach in the Rider Courses is SEE.  This stands for Search, Evaluate, Execute.  T he 
search is the primary aspect of this, if we do not se e something we cannot react to it.  But Search is mor e than 
just seeing, it is an active process of looking for those  things that can harm us. 
 
In Melanie’s case, while we will never know for sure what happened, we know that the bike did not go down for 
“no reason”.  Something on the road surface, combined with the process of slowing for the corner and then tu rn-
ing caused the bike to go down.  We can beat ours ch ests and yell and scream, but, the end result is, what ever 
was on the road surface was not seen.  The solution, the Search process needs to be improved. 
 
In my case, after having traveled through the area o f my crash several times since I have realized that I was not 
able to see far enough around the curve I was in for the amount of traffic and the speed I was traveling.   In other 
words, I could not search as far as I needed to.  T he solution in this case, slow down and provide more tim e and 
space to react to the conditions.  I had changed lanes  because I felt I was being forced to travel too fast  for the 
amount of traffic.  The problem was, I could not see far enough ahead when I changed lanes to see what wa s 
happening.  The result was that I was not able to sto p for the traffic in front of me.  Seems simple now.  S earch, 
Evaluate, Execute. 
 
And that’s the whole point of this.  Melanie and I are  experienced, safe, seasoned and skilled riders.  We w ork 
hard to be that way.  Obviously, we need to work harde r, as do all of us. 
 
Ride Aware, Ride Safe and be Gung Ho about Rider Ed 
 
Chuck & Melanie Geggie 

Ohio Assistant District Educators 
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Hi Folks, 
 
I’m pleased to be able to take a moment here with you all.  Since my motorcycle accident on Jan 16th, I’ve spent 
10 days in the hospital and the remainder of the time home with husband Chuck, family and friends. 
 
Although I am promised a SLOW recovery, Recovery is the key word here.  I am blessed. 
 
From nearly the moment Chuck made the 1st call to our local Goldwing Family, we began to receive support & 
hugs from SO many!!  Support, caring, and love came in so many forms:  Offers to go retrieve my bike, offers to 
“Melanie – Sit”, visits, cards and GWRRA hugs!  And this beautiful support also came beyond the local & state 
level.  For all of this, Chuck and I would like to thank you.  You made a difference in our life daily. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Melanie Geggie 
 



Congratulations to: 

Newly installed Chapter 
Educators: Tom & Linda 
Matlock (B3); Jim & Brenda 
Pennington (L); Phil & 
Sandy Yaple (X2) 

 

New Level 1 Enrollments!  

Elaine Rhoads, J 

Dan Daulton, L 

Jerry Ullom, L 

Paul & Sharon Watkins, T2 

Robert Lindsey, X2 

Dale & Sandy Elwood, A 

Charles & Norma Tobias,T2 

Jim Hopper, F2 

Jerry Fortman, C 

David Litterst, Z 

MORE New Level 1 Enrollments!  

Susan Finocchioli, Z 

Robert & Marilyn Sanner, Z 

H. Guy Kirkpatrick, V 

Richard & Carolyn Skeen, V 

Lori Layton, M 

Darrin Ebright, J 

 

Moving up to Level II!  

Cori Kee, C 

Elaine Rhoads, J 

Deborah McQueen, B2 

Bill & Carolyn Willoughby, T2 

Barb Goodrich, F2 

Robert and Marilyn Sanner, Z 

H. Guy Kirkpatrick, V 

Lori Layton, M 

Darrin Ebright, J 

Stormee Lupo, X2 

 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT! 
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Our new member spotlight page began last month.  Educ ators, 
CD’s or any member may email us with member rider educat ion 
information.  Those submitted will be highlighted in the 
SPOTLIGHT! 



One more Level—On To Level III!  

Elaine Rhoads, J 

Dave & JoDell Prinkey, G2 

Deborah McQueen, B2 

Gerry & Bernice Goertzen, P 

Joe Fritz, S 

Darrin Ebright, J 

Stormee Lupo, X2 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
CONTINUED! 
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The Highest Level—Master Tour 
Rider  

Denise Vankerkhove, F2 

James Vankerkhove, F2 

Kathy Wallace, K 

Doris Hetzel, H3 

Elizabeth (Kay) Lancaster, B2 

Mildred (Babe) Parkes, F 

Jon Patton, V2  

 

The Highest Level—Senior Mas-
ter Tour Rider  

Larry Goodrich, F2 

John Brant, B3 

Ann Brant, B3 

 

The Highest Level—Grand Mas-
ter Tour Rider  



 
 

 
Currently we have 20 Motorist Awareness Coordinators out of 56 chapters in the district.  This amounts to 36% of the 

chapters with a MAD coordinator. As we progress through the year 2006, hopefully we will be able to have more MAD coordina-
tors bringing us closer to achieving our goal of 100% of the Ohio District Chapters having a MAD coordinator. 
 

Motorist Awareness is an important component of motorcycle safety. NHTSA data shows that over 2/3 of fatal motorcy-
cle crashes involve a motorcycle and another vehicle. Where the motorist does not see the oncoming motorcycle or does not see 
the motorcycle in time to avoid the crash. 

 
GWRRA Rider Education is involved with motorcyclists training. By providing a variety of training modules designed to 

help elevate the motorcycle rider and co-riders skills for riding a motorcycle. 
  
The use of proper riding gear is the only protection that the motorcyclist has in a crash. According to a NHTSA estimate, 

a helmet is 67% effective in preventing brain injuries and only 29% effective in preventing fatal injuries. 
  
This is where the Motor Awareness Division can rise to the occasion. Our objective is to make motorists more aware of 

the motorcycles that share the road with them. It is important for motorists to know that their actions affect the safety of motorcy-
clists. A motorcyclist may take an entirely different action for the same driving or highway situation that occurs. 
 
 Tips for motorists: 

·     Respect the motorcyclist 
o  Remember the motorcycle is a vehicle with all of the privileges and responsibilities of any vehicle on the 

road. 
o  Look for motorcycles on the highway and at intersections 
o  Allow plenty of space: Don’t follow too closely. Allow room for the motorcyclist to take evasive actions. 

 
Tips for Motorcyclists 

·     Position your motorcycle so that other users can see you 
·     Ride at a speed that will allow you to deal with the unexpected. 
·     Approach intersections cautiously and prepare to stop, even if you have the right of way. 
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Hello, 
 
I am Dick Herron, Chapter Educator at Chapter F2. My wife Ruth and I have been involved with GWRRA 
for about 16 years. We now are privileged to hold life membership in the Association.  
 
I have always been interested in rider education and served my first term as Chapter Educator 10 years ago. 
We have since been Chapter Directors, and Senior Chapter Directors, and now back to Rider Ed. During this 
time I have always tried to find ways to get people to participate in the levels Program. As CD, I started to 
have the chapter pay the cost of level 1 enrollment for all new participants. I feel that this has been a good 
way to get them started. It seems as though once you get a person in the program, it becomes easier to get 
them to participate. The CD’s who have followed me have continued this practice. This, along with a strong 
interest in Rider Ed. during their time in office, as well as that of their educators, has given us a chapter of 
approximately 40 participants with a level of over 90% participation and currently 9 active level 4 partici-
pants. I hope that I can help people to become better, safer, riders and co riders by advancing within the pro-
gram and by bringing them information from other sources.  
 
I am always looking for new ideas and approaches to the subject. If you have something to share I can be 
contacted at btdriver123@comcast.net.  
 
Dick Herron 
Chapter Educator 
OH F2 

Meet the Educators—Dick & Ruth Herron Ohio-F2 
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NOTE:   
Chapter Educator Monthly Reports are due to Linda N O later than the 3rd of the following month.  
For those Chapters that do not have an educator, th e CD is responsible for submitting this report. 
See report can be accessed  at  http://www.ohiogwrra.org/RiderEdReportFolder/RiderEdReportForm.html 



IS IT SPRING YET? 
 
For those of us who put our bikes to bed for the winter, this is the time we start getting them ready for those wonderful Spring 
rides.  We want to be prepared for that occasional warm day that surprises us in this season of changes.  Others will be using this 
time to do our routine maintenance and “spring clean-up”.  It has to look as good as it runs!  But what about what’s in that bike?  
Have you checked your gear out lately?  How about that first aid kit?  Or do you even have a first aid kit?  If not, this is a great 
time to look around at what’s available, or possibly put one together yourself that will meet all our your emergency incidents.  
There are a few considerations that should be given to your first aid kit. 
 
Things like gloves, tapes, band aids, ointments and medicines all fall prey to deterioration when exposed to weather extremes…….
hot or cold.  These items should be replaced at least twice a year.  You need them to be effective just in case you or one of your 
best friends finds themselves in need of emergency care.  Now for the hard questions.  Do you have the type of supplies that would 
suffice in a motorcycle mishap?  Band aids won’t cover road rash. What about injuries which cause excessive bleeding………..do 
you have sufficient bandages to care for these injuries?  Do you have items for sprains and burns?  Do you have anything to help 
out a diabetic emergency?  Of course, most important of all, do you have extra sterile gloves and CPR barriers?  Ask your local 
First Aid/CPR Instructor for suggestions of items you might need in your kit. 
 
What about your knowledge of first aid and CPR?  Have you had a recent First Aid/CPR class to refresh your skills?  Talk to your 
Educator about scheduling a class for your chapter or for your area now, before we go out on the roads for our miles of smiles.  
There are many MEDIC FIRST AID® classes scheduled in the District already.  Go to the Ohio web site’s MEDIC FIRST AID 
link and find one close to you. 
 
Here’s a fun challenge for your members:  Have everyone bring their first aid kits in to your chapter meeting.  Open them up and 
take a look at what emergencies they are prepared to handle.  Give a prize or certificate to the one who has the best kit, and possi-
bly a booby prize for the least prepared.   
 
Our fellow members are our “GW family”.  Can you assist them in their time of emergency?  How will you handle it if you can’t?  
GET CERTIFIED AND BE PREPARED!  

 
Carol Basel 
Ohio MFA Coordinator 
 
 

MEDIC FIRST AID® Recap: 
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John & Linda Frank 
Ohio District Educators 

5256 Victoria Street 
Groveport, OH  43125 
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Phone: 614.409.9178 
 

Email: wingjockey@hotmail.
com 
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