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Hello everyone, 

                        

           Spring has finally arrived.  I know this bec ause we have to close 
our windows at night so the sound of the grass growing  doesn’t keep us 
awake. 

           The officer’s meeting was held April 8th.  Thanks to Brenda Rus-
sell and Carol Lightner for keeping us on our toes by th rowing candy at 
us. 

           At the officers meeting we had the pleasur e of presenting the very 
first GUNG HO Award.  This award will be presented to indi viduals or 
chapters that exhibit the true spirit of Gung Ho (working t ogether) and 
have shown examples of strong support of the GWRRA R ider Education 
Program.  Our congratulations go out to Chapter Z2.  C hapter Z2 is the 
poster child of what we mean by “leading by example”.  Their members 
that are participating in the levels program are 100% ac tive in maintain-
ing their certifications and training with over half of th em at level three 
or above.  This is a goal that is achievable by all chapt ers, but will not 
happen unless the chapter officers and staff lead the way.  Keep up the 
good work! 

           We also talked about recent changes to the  levels program.  Most 
of you will recall last November the renewal  fees for levels two through 
four were discontinued.  This March the renewal proces s has been elimi-
nated altogether.  This latest change will make our jobs  as educators 
much simpler by eliminating a step in the process that added no value to 
the program, not to mention the unnecessary work. 

           To explain this very simply, annual renewals  are no longer a re-
quirement for levels two, three and four.  With the ne w process, if you 
are current and up-to-date with your level requirement s at the beginning 
of the year, the database will show you as “ACTIVE/YES” an d 
“CURRENT/YES”.  You will remain “ACTIVE/YES” but will change to 
“CURRENT/NO” if one or more of your requirements expire  during the 
year.  Updates and corrections to the levels database  will be submitted 
on the levels data update form N.10.  You can find th is and other rider 
education forms on the Ohio website www.ohiogwrra.org un der rider 
education, rider education forms.  All other fees for n ew applicants and 
those advancing in the program along with the fees for pins and patches 
still apply.  Our rider education team has been working dilig ently to im-
prove our program and we would like to thank them for  their leadership 
and efforts. 

           We are also finalizing plans for the upcoming  skills day events in 
May.  At the risk of sounding like a broken record . . . .. . .  
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            in order to participate in Skills Day you must  adhere to the following requirements: 

· Registration is from 10AM-2PM 

· Participation will be limited to CURRENT  GWRRA members 

· Riders and Co-Riders will be required to sign a release waiver 

· Drivers must have a current motorcycle endorsement an d show proof of insurance 

· Proper riding gear must be worn while on the range (bo th Rider and Co-Rider) 

· Helment with D.O.T. rating 

· Eye protection 

· Full fingered gloves 

· Jacket or long sleeves (NO modular sleeves) 

· Long pants of suitable material 

· Over the ankle footwear—preferably boots 

Completion in the Skills Day event will count as a rider co urse requirement for the levels program. 

 This event is NOT an ERC course.  It will be conducted  as an approved parking lot practice per our Region Ed u-
cator, Mike Stiger.  The exercises we will use are from  the GWRRA cornering practice guide and will be non-
coached per GWRRA parking lot practice guidelines.  We will accommodate trikes and sidecars at the event.  The 
Cornering Practice Guide will be available at Skills Day (while supplies last).   

            We do ask for your patience when attendin g the Skills Day event. We have no idea what kind of a turn-
out we will have but are expecting it to be big.  The S kills Day flyers can be found on the Ohio website at www.
ohiogwrra.org,  rider education.  See you there! 

 

 

GUNG HO! 

John & Linda Frank 
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Happy Spring!  Isn’t this warm weather that we are having nice.  It gets the juices flowing after the long ses-
sion of winter.  I know that we were ready for the season to change! 
 
But, before you just jump on your Wing and go, there are a few things to do. 
 
Is the bike ready to ride?  When was the last time you performed a full T-CLOC on your bike?  You know, 
one of those inspections that begins with Tires and Wheels, goes to Controls, Lights, Oil and other fluids, and 
Chassis. 
 
We all know that under inflation is the best way to destroy your tires.  It is also unsafe.  Make sure your tires 
are properly inflated and give them a good inspection for cuts, punctures, etc. 
 
Make sure your controls are all working properly.  If you have not changed your brake and clutch fluid in the 
last two years then you should do so now.  These fluids absorb moisture and when the fluid gets hot, it does-
n’t work.  A non-working clutch can be a real pain – but a non-working brake can be much more of a pain! 
 
Check all your lights.  Make sure the brake light works properly with both the lever and the pedal. 
 
Change your oil!  Doesn’t matter if you changed it last November.  Change it again!  If you do it yourself 
you can change your oil for about 25 dollars.  Pretty good investment on a machine that will cost 20,000 dol-
lars if you had to replace it with a new one! 
 
Check your suspension and other bearings.  Put the bike on the center stand and make sure everything turns 
freely without any catches or binding. 
 
And one more thing to check – the Rider. 
 
When was the last time you gave yourself a check-up? 
 
If you have not ridden since last fall, you are rusty.  You are not ready for an all day ride.  Take some short 
rides.  Find a parking lot and practice braking, tight turns, swerving.  Come to one of the Skills Days in May.  
There are lots of stories of people out for the first ride of the year who overdo it and have a problem.  I know 
in our area there have already been 4 or 5 motorcycle accidents that have not involved another vehicle.  I at-
tribute many of these to the rider over stepping his/her abilities for this time of year. 
 
Riding is a complex, athletic skill.  Athletes go to training camp to get ready for their seasons.  Shouldn’t we 
do the same? 
 
Ride Safe, we hope to see you on the road this year. 
 
Chuck and Melanie 

Ohio Assistant District Educators 
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Congratulations to: 

Newly installed Chapter 
Educators: Dick & Ruth 
Herron, F2; Conrad & 
Linda Sneed, H2 

 

New Level 1 Enrollments!  
Roger & Jill Totten, A2 

Jeff Ebersole, R 

Dean & Chris Eby, R 

David & Cindy Dean, R 

Art & Peg Nittskoff, G2 

Theresa Nicholson, C 

Ted & Cheryl Overmyer, S 

Bernard Russell, I 

Virginia Dye, A3 

Norm Zintz, J 

Juanita Brooks, J 

Sandy Gilpin, R 

MORE New Level 1 Enrollments!  

Rick & Cathy Boehmer, E2 

Roger & Becky Lutz, C2 

Bill & Sandy Nourse, A 

James & Debbie Proctor, F3 

Jeffrey & Marian Black, P2 

Bruce & Paula Barthol, T 

Tracy & Pattie Rohrbaugh, T 

Chuck Pangburn, T 

Jim Montgomery, U2 

Cindy Montgomery, U2 

 

 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT! 
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Our new member spotlight page began last month.  Educ ators, 
CD’s or any member may email us with member rider educat ion 
information.  Those submitted will be highlighted in the 
SPOTLIGHT! 



Moving up to Level II!  

Jim Montgomery, U2 

Cindy Montgomery, U2 

Art & Peg Nittskoff, G2 

Cheryl Overmyer, S 

Bernard Russell, I 

Rick & Cathy Boehmer, E2 

Roger & Becky Lutz, C2 

Bruce & Paula Barthol, T 

 

One more Level—On To Level III!  

Bernard Russell, I 

H. Guy Kirkpatrick, V 

Cori Kee, C 

Rick Boehmer, E2 

Barbara Goodrich, F2 

Mike Chellis, G3 
 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
CONTINUED! 
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Gold Wing Road Rider Association 
Ohio District Motorist Awareness Division 

&  Public Relations 
 

 
The month of May is considered by most as Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month. Motorcycle safety is 
something that we should practice throughout the entire year. By keeping motorcycling in front of the gen-
eral public throughout the year, we will increase the awareness of the general public of the motorcycles that 
are sharing the road ways with them. We can increase public awareness by placing brochures and flyers on 
public bulletin boards at our local malls and grocery stores, having radio stations make a Public Service 
Announcement (PSA), talk with insurance agencies about placing information literature and brochures in 
their offices. When having a Chapter Mall show at the local mall or Fundraiser talk with the general public 
and handout the Motorcycle Safety Awareness brochures. 
 
Some of the items that would be informative for the general motorist would be: 
 

·    Why motorcyclists are concerned about road debris, potholes. How these road obstruction change 
the way that a motorcyclist maneuvers the motorcycle. 

·    How the effects of the handling of a motorcycle are affected by wet roads, ice, wet leaves and 
gravel in the roadway. 

·    The size of the motorcycle is such that it may be hidden from view behind a truck or a motor home. 
Remember that the most common statement at the scene of an accident is “I just didn’t see the mo-
torcycle”. 

·    By actively looking for motorcycles on the roadway, the average motorist will increase their ability 
to see oncoming motorcycles. The more you practice something the more better you will become at 
it applies here as well. 

 
Remember: 

LOOK TWICE, SAVE A LIFE   &   RIDE AWARE 
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Hello Everyone! 
          I am John Ramsier Rider Educator for Chapter P in Medina.  My wife Lois and I live 
in Litchfield, where we have lived most of our lives, we have been married for  
37 years.  We have two grown and on their own Sons and we have two granddaughters and 
one grandson. 
          We have been members of the GWRRA for 20 Years.  We started out on a l985 Gold-
wing Interstate, which we rode until 2000, when we bought a barely used 1998 SE. 
          We have been with Chapter P in Medina since 1986; we have been the Treasurer, 
Newsletter Editor, ACD’s, Chapter Couple, CD’s and now are the Chapter Rider Educators. 
          I started to ride when I was 17 on various bikes, my Mom and Dad were avid riders.  
But Lois would not ride, so between marriage, the military, kids and work, NO bike, until I 
bought a Honda CMT400 to ride to work.  Lois got the bug to ride with me, the rest is His-
tory!  We have over 100,000 safe miles.  And have loved every minute of it. 
          We strive on being safe and riding with the proper riding gear.  Lois is my Scanner 
and does head checks to help keep an eye on things.  We are Level III in the Levels Pro-
gram. 
          We are hoping to get everyone in Chapter P involved in the Levels Program. 

Meet the Educators—John & Lois Ramsier 
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NOTE:   
Chapter Educator Monthly Reports are due to Linda N O later than the 3rd of the following month.  
For those Chapters that do not have an educator, th e CD is responsible for submitting this report. 
The report can be accessed  at  http://www.ohiogwrra.org/RiderEdReportFolder/RiderEdReportForm.html 



It’s finally here!  The sun is shining and it’s warm again.  We’re ready to hop on our trusty 
wings and head out for a long day of riding.  It’s what we’ve waited for all winter.  We’ve 
checked the bike out and we are ready.  But just how ready are we? 
 
There are many weather-related problems which could ruin our ride at this time of the 
year…..too much sun, too hot, too cold, dehydration.  This presents some real challenges to 
our level of preparedness for a good ride at this time of the year.  Before we leave on the ride, 
we need to take the changing weather conditions into account and be prepared for that drop 
in temperature at the end of the day.  Are we wearing sunscreen?  Do we have any additional 
sunscreen on the bike?  If we’re out for a long ride, we’ll need to reapply it later.  Have we 
packed extra water to keep us properly hydrated on the ride? Don’t forget to take enough 
breaks to re-hydrate ourselves.  Are we honest enough to admit when we’re just too warm to 
continue riding?  All of these questions should be considered before our ride. 
 
Heat exhaustion, sun stroke, dehydration, and hypothermia are all possible problems for us 
right now.  And each one of these potential problems can affect our ability to think clearly 
and to maintain control of the bike.  The time for clear thinking is now.  Take a few precau-
tions before you leave so that a medical emergency doesn’t ruin your ride. 
 
Wear proper clothing for the day’s weather.  Take along extra layers of clothing in case the 
temperatures drop.  Take extra fluids to keep your body running smoothly.  Make sure the 
first aid kit is on board and fully equipped to handle emergencies.  Pay close attention to the 
signals your body gives you about its condition.  If you take care of your body’s needs, you’ll 
enjoy the ride much more and the memories you make will be happy ones  
 
Stay Healthy, 
Stay Safe 
 
Carol Basel 

MEDIC FIRST AID®: 
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John & Linda Frank 
Ohio District Educators 

5256 Victoria Street 
Groveport, OH  43125 
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Phone: 614.409.9178 
 

Email: wingjockey@hotmail.
com 
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